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Thereisno sin but ignorance.

Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593)
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December Meeting
Intelligent Design: Brth, Death, &Resurrection

“Ceationscience’ i sthefundanental i st Gristian
noti onthat theworl dwas creat edi nsi x days 10, 000 year s
agoby asupernatural entitygeneral | yknownas*“Gd.” But
i f youthink*“creationscience” istheworst weapon
religionistscoul dw el dagai nst sci ence, thi nk agai n.
“Intel i gent desi gn,” anuchnaresophi sti catedatt ackt han
“creationsci ence,” i sthei deat het yes, evd uti onoccurred,
but super vi sed by God t o provi de hunanki nd wi t h an
opportuni tytosinandbe saved. S eve Schaf er snan,
foundi ngmmitteefor theSientificlnvestigationof
Q ai ns of theParanornal fel | owand aknow edgeabl e and
deepl y committ ed skepti c, spokeonthistopicat the
Decenber neeting. Hsta kincl udedthebirthof intel ligent
desi gni nthevorks of Wl i amPal ey (1743-1805), itsdeath
a thehandsof scientificcriticsanditsresurrectioninthe
recent work of WI|iamDenioski and M chael Behe.

Inteligent design, abranchof creationscience, is
hugel y popul ar now Li ke creati onsci ence, intelligent
desi gnisunli kel ytodi sappear. Snceit’ snat goi ngavay,
we as sci enti sts needto understand and deal withthis
prof ound yanti-sci entifi cpoint of view

Intelligent designproponentsareoftenhighly

(Cont. Pg 7)

January Meeting

Shri nki ng Hydri nos, UWronMtors
&Q her Fant asi es

The January neeti ng f eat ured short presentati ons
onanassort nent of topi csof skeptical interest. Rresi dent
Roy Auer bach beganw thareport onDr. Randal | M1 1s,
whosewor k seens tobe nei ther ¢l earl y quackery nor cl early
sd axe

Accordingto 7e U/ //age Wi ce, Ir. Mllsisa
Har var d nedi cal graduat e who runs a si zabl e conpany
cal l ed B acklight Power wthastaff of 25. Hehas t he
backi ng of | ar ge ener gy conpani es and | ar ge i nvest nent
firns. MrganSanl ey nay backaninitia pubdicofferingof
stocklater thisyear. Sounds pretty good.

But MIIsusesanidiosyncraticlingounknownto
sci enti ststodescri behi swork, wii chi sbasedontheori es
a sounknomntosci ence. Hsworkcentersaroundal | eged y
col | apsed hydrogenat ons he cal | s “hydri nos.” Hecl ai ns
that hydrinoswl |, for exanpl e, provi deenoughenergyto
driveacar 1000 nil esonasingl echargeandthat he has
produced nat eri al swthnovel , andval uabl e, properti es:
conduct i ve non-nagneti ¢ pl asti cs, rocket propel | ant's, and
super strongindustria coatings. Al of wii chsoundslike
quack sci ence.

rethingthat nakes Roy thinkthat Ml s coul d
have hi s hands onsonet hi ngt hat i s not nerequackeryisthe
fact that hehasinfact produced nat eri al s whi ch have
stunped chenical anal ysi s experts. Gnt he ot her hand, Roy
i sconvi ncedt hat what ever i sgoi ngonhere, MIls' theories
w il not explainit. S enceor pseudosci ence?lt’ shardto
tel.

Long a st udent of t he UFOphenomenon, ART
nenber Lance Mbody i s i nvesti gati ng an obscur e and
fascinatingfigureof the FOsceneof thel1950's, QisT.
Gxrr. Grr hasreportedthat hesat onthesteps of the New
York Rubl i cLi brarywththeagi ngi nventar N chal as Tesl g,
wi | eTesl atd dhi mthesecretsof hi sinventions, i ncl ud ng

(Cont. Pg 8b)
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Food Suppl enent Regul at i ons

Newr egul at i ons have been appr oved by t he FDAt o assi st
the unregul at ed di et ary suppl enent i ndustry i nwiting
advertisingclainsthat avoid“drug-1ikeclains.” The
definitionof adruginthe1994 D et ary Suppl enent Heal t hand Educat | on
Act (O8EA) isterseanddi rect. Drugs are subst ances t hat D agnose,
Treat, Qure, or Frevent any D sease. | n DAt he naker cancl ai mt hat
thei r product affectsthe“structureor functi on” of thebodywthout the
testingfor effi cacyandsafetyrequiredof adrug. The1998regul ati ons,
requi redbythel aw werehel dup by obj ecti ons f romt he “weed and seed’
nanuf act uri ngassoci ation. Thenewregul ations, largel ywittenbythe
unregul ated, wll nakethecurrent situationevenworse. Vécanl ook
forwardtoevenbroader clai nswhichw || beindi stingui shabl efrom
“diseasecla ns.” Theregul ations even provi deal anguage of cl ai ng
wichwll alomhenarketerstofit theproduct naneintotheboi ler plate
w t hout evi dence or proof of any ki nd.

(he vay of avoi di ng probl ens i stosinplyavoi dnentioni ngor
i npl yingadi sease. Wi | easuppl enent cannat prevent or curecancer, or
aleviateconstipation, it woul dbepernnssi bl etocl a mthei npr ovenent
of “general well bei ng” fromconsumngan herb. Exanpl es i ncl ude:
“hel psinproveurinarytract heal th,” “hel ps nai ntai ncardi ovascul ar
functionandaheal thycircul atorysystem” “hel psnai ntai nintesti nal
flora,” and“pronotesrel axati on.” Youcannot avol dthedi seasecl ai mby
not nannngt hed seasebut by rep aci ngit wthreferencetoacharacteristic
set of signsor synptons. “l onerschol esterad ” and“reducesj o nt pai n’
woul dbot hi npl y di seasestoocl osel y. Youcan, however, statethat
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eating grass or anyt hi ng “reduces stress and
frustration” or that Lecithin“inhibitspl atel et
aggregation.” Dpesit real | y? Mkesnod fferencein
the2ist century.

As | ong as t he cl ai med synpt ons are
characteristicof anuner of di seases, t he FDAcannat
pry, unl essaof courseyoud eandal ot of athersgowth
you. BEven*“poi sonivy” extract coul dbeclainedto
“i npr ove absent mndedness” unti |l the predictabl e
happened. The good wor ds t o usei navoi di ng di sease
cla nsincl udenod fiersof afuncti onor organsuchas
“stinil ate, nai ntai n, support, regu ate, andpronate.”
They are onthe FDArecommended | i st. You al so
shoul davoi di ncl udi ngt he nane of t hedi seasei nthe
product nane (eg. Mgrai nium). Theregul ati onsgoon
for 20pageswthsimlar doanddon'ts. For al | know
sone of t he exanpl es | quot ed wer e nodi fi ed because
thefind word ngisnat avai l dd e.

The bigchangew | | al | owdi sease cl ai ns as
longasacl amslintedtosynpt ons characteristicof
particul ar “ageranges.” The newregul ati ons do not
requi reevi dencetoj ustifythesecl a nsbut they dosay
that synpt ons characteri sticof both“di sease” and
“nornal agi ng” w |l nowbe consi dered nornal for
particu ar ageranges. Wit hout any proof that aproduct
vworks, or any evi dencethat it i ssaf e, ananufact urer
cancl a mhat Rroduct Xcuresba dnessif thepatientis
dodbut not i f thepatient i syoung. Gt thed fference.
Ayclamall flyif thesynptom s nenopauseréd at ed
(hot fl ashes). Bvenineffectiveor danger ous “cures’
canbe adverti sedas | ongast he synpt ons are not t oo
seriousbut arenornal and“agerel ated.” Dbyoufeel
saf er now? | predict anepi demc of strange“age
re aed’ codtioms.

If youdon't feel safer, why not contact your
congr essper sonandrequest better regu ationd d etary
suppl enents. Anuntoer of bi | | s have beensubmttedto
bri ng sone sense back t ot he suppl enent i ndustry. For
exanpl e, NewJer sey Gongressnan Pal | onehas abi | |
whi chwoul d gi ve 10 year s of excl usi ve narketi ng
rightstoany conpany that conducts researchto
establishthesafety andeffectivenessof its
suppl enents. S nce nost of t he product s ar e nei t her
unsaf e (e. g. grass) nor effective, | don't seethis
helpingalot. Sill nycat swearsbygrassandunl i ke
sud enentsitsfree

JoeGstri ght

Dangt hosefossil s.

The G ace Dangber g Founda-
tionwas createdi n1982“toi nprove
thequal ity of historyeducation.”
Ei ght nont hs ago, it proudly
announced t hat it was devel opi nga
newt ext book ont he hi story of Kansas
for seventhandel gnthgraders. The book was t o begi n
wththerichfossil recordof thein andseathat once
coveredthestate. That was bef or et he Kansas School
Board del eted evol uti onfromthe curricul um “You
don’t want to of fend any group i n Kansas, ” t he
foundation’ sdirector sai d, expl ai ni ngwhy t he book
wll nowstart wththearrival of nativeAneri cans.

—ar ’ s Nenby Robert L. Park, 3 Septenber 1999

TheFeeHectricitySay: -

Denni s Lee, CEOof Better
Wr | d Technol ogi es, has now
launcheda45citytour. A aneeting
i N @l untous, Qni o, Lee ur ged peopl e
tosignuptoget afreeelectricity
nachi neinstal | edi nthei r hones and
toget d scomectedfromthegri dbeforethe Y2Kcri sis.
Heexpl ai nedthat t hegovernnent planstodel i berately
createacrisisso“theycandecl arenartia | awandtake
your guns anay.” Hesaidtheir adhadgottenthe
attentionof “just about everyattorneygenera inthe
country.” Hewoul dn' t actual | y denonstratethefree
e ectricitytechnd ogy. “If youshowvafreed ectricity
nachi ne,” he expl ai ned, “theyw || shut you down.”
Hesaidhedidthat in1988andtheyput hinjail. “I'm
doi ngthi sfor onereasononl y-&dsaid‘ doit.’”

-- Wat’ s Newby Robert L. Park, 1 Cctober 1999

Mybe ETdidit!

I nacase about racket eering, a
naf i aoperati veobtai nedacourt order to
forcet he gover nnent tost at e whet her or
not it inpl antedarad otracki ngdevi cein
hi srear end. “Vé canconfirmthat the
US DrugEnforcenent Adninistration
di dnat i nsert any tracki ng devi cei nt o def endant M ncent
‘Gg Portalla Mrino shuttocks,” i ndicat edaprepared
statemnent by US. Attorney Donal d Sern. Apparently
anused by t he order, thestatenent, conti nued, “we cannot
speak, hovever, for anyextraterrestria aiens.” (AD
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fromdi fferent vorl dvi ews. Thewiter thinksthat addi ng
ﬁ “clinical” nakes thedi sease better under st ood or nore
; H trestade It certanyneansthet thepati ent hesbetter access
L ettersto the Editor... ;::‘;-u-_':_,e totreat nent for nental synptons thannast ordinary heal th
i nsurancesupp i es.

M, fj} —Joe Gastri ght
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" A Puzzefor Thinkers
TotheHiitor:

Inhiscolum“Sippery
Synpt ons Syndr one” (Decentoer 1999/ Januar y 2000), Joe
Gastright states“Thesynptons | i stedabovearethecl assi c
synpt ons of depressi onandt hew del y used* pepper upper s’
andtranqui i zersusedfor treat nent al | havesi deeffects
whi ch nake t hei r use probl enatic.” Hegoes ontosay “A
syndrone | i ketheonedescribedearlier (feelingunvell,
i nsonmi g, fati gue, nenaryl ass, i nabilitytoconcentrate, | ass
of interest inusual activities) isquitecomonbut not
necessarilyconfirnad eor treatab e.”

Depressioni s bothconfirnabl eandtreat abl e.
Mntal hed thprof essi ond srel i adl y d agnosedepressi on. No
responsi bl enental heal t h prof essi onal woul d prescri be
tranquil i zersfor depressi on, becausetranquilizersare
t hensel ves depressi ve. 1t isnot cl ear what Joe neans by
“pepper uppers,” but he seens t o suggest that thereareno
usef ul nedi ci nesfor thetreat nent of depressi on.

Wileitistruethat anti-depressants, |ike nost
ned ci nes, aredftenacconpani edby si deeffects, their useis
not any nore “probl enati c” t han any ot her cl ass of
nedi ci nesandthey areeffectivefor thevast naj ority of
pati ents. Depressi oni saserious, oftenchronic, anda | too
oftenfata di sease. Tosuggest that it cannat be effectivey
di agnosedor treateddeni esthesa i dprogressnenta heal th
prof essi ondl shavenadei ntreati ngthi sseriousill ness.

--MrdnaJergens
Joe Gastri ght responds:

You correctly sei zeduponthedifference. The
causes of “Qinica Depressi onarenobetter under st oodt han
t he comrmon var i et y whi ch nany peopl e suf f er fromf or
periodsintheirlife Bpda d sessei sanother natter i nthat
sone dr ugs doappear todirectly effect thedi seasei nsone
cases. Ruttingclinica asanodifier doesnat neanthat the
d seaseishetter understood. Hectri candinsu i nshockvere
theoftensuccessful treat nentsfor severedepressi onbef ore
t hey becane unpopul ar.

For thelargenajority of depressionsufferers
treat nent i s hap-hazardandi ncreasi ngl y sel f adnini st ered
t hrought he suppl enent i ndustry. M only poi nt was t hat
certancoomanconpl ai ntsareca | edveryd fferent il | nesses

4

AProbl emi nLegal Justi ce:
3 @ andli gger Ganef has been caught wi th
thegoods, specificd | yfour excd | ent, genuine
pi eces of j ewel ry hestd efromt he bedr conof
Lady Gt nore. G anali gger i sclearl yguilty.
Hslawer, Wiliam). GintonJr, clanshisclient
deservesal i gt sentence. Thisvasafirst tine, andit vas
onl'y by chancet hat he gr abbed f our good pi ecesi nst ead
of plastic costunejewel ry. The prosecut or ar gues
Q andi gger i s aprof essi onal jewel thief, woknew
exact| ywhat hevas steal i ngandtherei s noway hecoul d
have pi ckedfour of thefiveandonl y genui ne pi eces out
of Lady Gotnore’ sfifty-sevenitens by chance. Just
vhat i stheprobabilitythat @ anci gger di dn't knowhat
hevas stedl i ng?

Sl utionstol ast nont hs probl em

Sdeof aneight pointedstar. Notethet theside
“s” fornsatriangl ewththed aneter frompoint to
oppositepoint “d’; andthisfornsarignt triang ewth
thelinebetweenthetwoendpoi ntsof sandd. Theangl e
f or mi ng any one poi nt ext ends 45 degr ees, andt he
daneter custhat inhd f. Thus, intherigt triang e s/d
=cos 22.5° ; whi chaccordingtony cal cul at or nakes s
=.9239dor thesi dewoul dbe 9. 24i nches | ong. Thi scan
al sobewittenthus: s=dsort (1 2(1+sgrt(2)/2) whi ch
i sbasedonthefact that sinor cosof 45°isone-hal f the
squareroot of two, vhichinturnfol | ows fromt he
definitionaf thesi neandcosi nefuncti ons.
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

Wiat Renay ns t o be [J scover ed!

Mo ngthe Screts of the Ur verse
theQrginsof Life amdthe At uredr the HimnanRace
by John Maddox
(NewYork: The Free Press, 19980)

John Maddox was f or nany years t he edi tor of
theBitishsciencejourna A&wre Sovenay assune he
knows what i stheedgeof scientificinvestigation He
al nost seenstohavewittenthi sbooktorefute John
Horgan' s 7he End of Sci encewhi ch cl ai ns al |
fundanent al di scoveri es havebeennadeandthefuture
ho dsonlythefillinginof details. Aother aut hor wo
arguesthusisMItonRothman, forner col ummi st for
Ser/cal Brefs, wohassai d, i n 77e &y erce Go(pp.
39-63), that theprecisionof our i nstrunents nakes
certa nvehave nadet hefundanent al di scoveries. This
seens a st range ar gunent, Si nce geni uses of t he past
such as Tycho Brahe, hadt he t hen nost preci se
I nstrunents, yet nany di scoveri es wer e nade beyond
their tine. Mddox certainlydoesn't believeall the
fundanent al di scoveri es have been nade.

I nsuccessi vechapters, hecoversthed fferent
fi el dsof know edgeanddescri besour i gnorancei nthese
areas, and what we have yet tolearnineach. He
nentionsinparti cul ar aspeechnadeby Cavi dH | bert in
1900 about thethencurrent state of know edgein
nat henat i cs. Maddox conments, since so nuch was
di scoveredafter 1900i nnat henat i cs, --relativityfor
exanpl e--, that was uni nagi nedi n1900, then certainly
inthe2ist centuryvew || naked scoveriesof asinil ar
scal einthe ot her sci ences. For i nstance, only a
| aboratoryreplicationof plausibleearlylivingthings
wl | bethed tinat etest ad ogenesi s, theinvesti gati ondf
theoriginodf life(p. 129). Sientiststoday have sone
possi bl etheories, but noartificid |ifehasbeennadeas
Vel

Maddox pr ovi des sone good ar gunent s agai nst
t he strong At hropi ¢ Pri nci pl e vwhi ch says wewoul dn' t
existiftheun versevasn' t exactlyasitis(p 119 120).

That theexi stencedf hunansrequiresaveryparticu ar
ki nd of uni ver se does not proveit was specifical ly
desi gnedfor us. Thingsj ust happentobeastheyare,
andwearet he consequence. Thisisnot astat enent of
faith, but anobservati onof theuniverseasitis.
At hropi cadvocatestaketoogreat a“l eapof faith.”
Thei r concl usi onaf fi ndi ngasuprene desi gner doesn' t
necessarilyfol | owfromthei r premhse. Mddox nakes
thestatenent thet phatos, thet ispartidesd light, can
spont aneous appear and di sappear i nt he vacuumof
space w t hout vi ol ati ng conservati on of nass and
energy (p. 74). Rerhaps socant heentireuni verse?

Anost inportant i ssueinscienceis
det ermni smversusfreew | |. Dowe behave aswe
choose, or are we predet er mined by our “i nt er nal
wring” andul tinatel y by our genes? Maddox never
givesanexplicit opiniononthistopic, but seensto
| eantowarddetermni sm Hetal ks about acat’s
reacti ontoanouseor adog, Wi chisrat her aut onat i c,
andheinpliesthat psycho ogyw || beconeasubset of
physi o ogy. Véareour detai | edbrainstructure, plus
hornonal reacti onsout si dethebrai n(pp277-279).

The book i s not w t hout fl aws. At one poi nt
Maddox conf uses Tsar A exander 11 wthN chol as |1
(p. 400). A anather hefai | stoset therecordstrai ght
about t he f anous 1919 observat i ons of t he sol ar
bendi ngof star |ight andMrcury sorbita anonal i es
asconfirnationsof Enstein stheories. 1t swell
knowntohi storians of sci encet hat t hose observati ons
cane nowherecl osetoconfirmng B nstei n; it was
| at er ooservati onswhi chd dthet.

Thi sbook’ stest of prophecyw || cone by how
soonwhat renai nstobedi scoveredi sdi scovered. |f
it renai nsanup-to-datepred cti onfor decades andno
addi ti onal fundanental di scoveriesarenade, its
conti nuedrel evancew ! |, ironically, invaidateits
thess

—AndrewQ Lut es

TTTT] TTTT]
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Aspel l'inginforner i ndicted

For fudgewas beforethecourt ci cted.

/ Thej udge sai d: “Enough - -

\ Hscand ewe' || snough,

hi s sepul cher shal | not bewhi cted.

| o
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, Aot evs Beoevi | ed i ncl udi ng rel i i ous and phi | osophi cal vi ews whi ch
Sy ercearndthe Gotradl cti ons of Gt enporary derogat et he aut hori ty of sci encei nfavor of anessy

al'tue
by Nor nan Levi t t
(NewBrunsw ck, NJ: Rut gers Lhi versity Rress,
1999)

Therei s pseudo-sci enceanangthesem-literate
andthereisarrant nonsenseanongtheeducated, this
va unei sabout irrati ondl i ti esi nacademna. Levitt i sco-
author wthPaul R Gossof Hgher Querstition The
Acacemic Left andits Quarrel s with i ence(1994)
whi chwas revi enedi nt hese pages. I nonesensehei s
doi ngbusi ness agai nat thesanestand, but i nthi sbook
hi sreachisfurther. Hrehedefendsthesci entificverld
vi ewagai nst Post - Mbder ni smand t he NewAge i n
genera , Wi chassert therei snoog ectivetruthnerely
theopi nionsof poverful elites. Levitt arguesfor the
redityd theinsightsd positivist sci ence, avi ewd ch
has al sobeencal | ednaterial ismor naturalismitis
scientificfindingswiicha lowustore ect thepara
nornal , superstition, thesupernatural, and nany ot her
sortsaof wshfu thinki ng.

The notiononwhichthisessayis
pred catedi sthet thetd ed ag cd vi en
theuniverseisanillusion. Buntly,
hunan exi stencei s anacci dent, wthno
ultinatepurpose. | believethis, asdo
nost of ny closefriends. W' re
reasonad y comiartall ewththi s concl -
sion. But it woul dbefatuoustopretend
that it doesnat inflict pai nandpsychic
di sl ocationonmllions, possiblyhbil-

lions, of peop e (p. 77)

Therei snuchabout thescientificworldviewthat i s
unpl easant . WWlenyouaredead, that’sit. Thereisno
unlinmtedearthor unli nntedenergy, andt he good don' t
al ways | i ve and succeed. Nor i s there anyt hi ng
denocrati c about science, itisquiteelitist, its
pr onouncenent s can be qui t e dognati c. | f youcan't
foll owthenath, youhavenovalidsayinthenatter.

Thusit isnot astonishingthenaterialist viewabout how |

t he eart hcane about and howi t runs andwhat it neans
isrej ectedby nany, andnot onlytheignorant, the
uneducated, or thereig ousbe i evers. Thereisastrong
el enent of w shful t hi nki ngi nthe hunan nake- up,

nysticism anaoral attitudeof superioritytonardsthe
orubby di gg ngfor fact. 1t i savi emdeepl y ent renched
anong i nt el | ect ual s who | ack an under st andi ng of
sci ence: (p. 104

It hd dsthat sci enceandtechnd ogy are
refracti onsof thesanebesi cunderlying
attitudetowardtheworl d, andt hat

technol ogyisnot onlyconplicitina
spect rumof great evil s, rangi ngfrom
nucl ear weaponst o speci esextincti on,

but that theverynentditythat pernits
thesehorrorsisacorol lary of the
scientificfraneof mnd. Supposed vy,

scientificthinkingisanord virusthat

was pl ant ed back i nt he sevent eent h
cent ury by such mscreant s as Bacon
and Descartes. The probl ens t hat

ostensi bl y pl ague nodernlife, from
gravetomnor toutterlyinag nary, can
be decoded as evi dence of thetoxic
ef fect sof sci enceonsoci ety and hunan
val LEes.

Itisutterlyaston shingthet thesci entificvi ewneeds
any def ense i n a soci ety as technol ogi cal | y
sophi sti cat ed as ours. But hownany of us have an
under standi ngof sci entificprinciples. Ater having
fini shedhi ghschoad or cal | ege, hownany canexpl ai n
theprinciples, not theparts, but thescientific
princi pl es of what goes on under t he hood of acar,
what enabd esanai rp anetofly, or howthep cturegets
fromhestudi otothetube. It isnowonder veresent
It wenexpertstell usthelinnt of thespeedof |ight
doesnat a lovaS arshi pEterprise theearthcannat
support untol dbil lions of hunans; andbi ol ogy fi nds
not evi dencefor asoul . | wsheveryscepti c, andevery
non-sci enti st woul dreadt hi s book.

—\%| f Roder

V¢ hopeyoureal |yl oved Fi day, 19
i Novenfoer 1999. Therew | | not be
/-another datewthonlyoddd gitsuntil
? Qunday, 1January 3111.
—bi 0-ast rol oger Esneral davon |
Léwenzahn- Dent del i on |

—
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December Meeting from page1....

educat ed, sophi sticatedthi nkers, unlikenanycreationists,
whonay have |l i nt ed educat i onal backgrounds. Leadersin
thefiel dhol dl egitinatedoct oratesinnath, sci enceand
phi | osophy. Thecurrent bibl eof theintel i gent design
crondi sWIliamA Dentoski’ sbook, /rtel/igent [esign:
The B/ age Bet veen &i ence and Theol ogy (1999) . An
earlier book by Behe, Lrywn's A ack Box: The A achenical
Giallenge to Bvol ut i on(1996) i s al soahighly val ued
sour ce. Denbski has al so edi t ed a vol une by many
contributors: Mrecreat/or sciaxe rath&ind/iger
aesi gr(1998) .

Denfoski and Behe aret oday’ s pronot ers of anol d
theory, thecl assi cstat enent of wii chi sfoundi natext book
Darw nread, anddi sagreedw th, wienhewasincal | ege.
Darw n' s t ext book was a hi ghl y popul ar book by Engl i sh
theo ogi anWI | i anPal ey: Mrwra 7hed agy: O, Bi derces
o thebBd stareardAtribued thely'ty, Ql/ectedfron
the Appear arnces of Miture, first publishedin1802. The
cl assi cdesi gnargunent i sthat natureitse f reveal s conpl ex
desi gns whi chcoul dnat have happened by nat ura sel ecti on:
thehunaneye, thewngsaf birds, thefinsof fish.

Pal ey arguesthat thei nt er dependence of thepertsdf
conpl ex! y or gani zed ob-
jectslikethehunan eye
proves t hat t he eye was
di vi nel y desi gned. Just as
thei nt er dependent partsof
awat ch, whi chfunction
correct!y onl ywhen prop-
erlyassentl ed, revea the
intent of the hunan m nd
thet desigredit, theinter-
dependent partsof theeye
reved theintent of thed vineinte |igencethet desi gedit.

Pdey sagunent istdedogical:itclansthatif a
nat ural phenonenon appearstohaveapurpose, it realy
does have a pur pose and vas desi gnedw t ht hat purposein
mnd. Hearguedthat thereisorder inthenatura world,
shown by conpl ex obj ect s suchastheeye. Qder i nnature
coul dnat occur acci denta |y, sonost have beendesi gned. | f
therei sdesi gn, therenust beadi vi nedesi gner. Pal ey uses
theexi stencedf what appearstobegod -di rectedbehavi or in
nat uretoprovetheexi stenceof God. But thetel ed ogi cal
argunent i sinval i d: thenereappearanceof pur posef ul ness
does not provethat purposef ul nessexi sts.

Anct her nor e noder nt el eol ogi cal ar gunent for
ineligent designisthefine-tun ngargunent. Accord ngto
thi sargunent, thephysical propertiesaf theuni versenust
beverynearl yexact| ytheval uesthat they act ual | y possess
for thed enentsof lifetoexist. Theuni verseappearstobe
careful lyfine-tunedtosupport |ife, becauseevensnal |
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changesi nany of t heseval ues woul d prevent t he occurrence
of life. Suchfine-tuningisevidenceof anintelligent
desi gner. Inshort, theargunent i snadethat sincetheverld
| ooks as thoughit was desi gnedw thlifeinnind, soneone
nust havedesi gnedit, atel ed ogi cal argunent andtherefore
ineid

The ant hr opi ¢ ar gunent i s anot her t el eol ogi cal
atenpt tosupport thenationof intel ligent design. Thisline
of argunent clai nsthat conditionsintheuni versearesuch
that intelligent hunanlifecanexist, therefaretheun verse
vas desi gnedtoprovi desupport for intel i gent hunanlife.

Al of theseargunentsforintelligent designare
essentialytel ed ogical, andthereforeinvalid. But these
argunents fail inother ways as wel | . Sone nodern
refutati ons of theseargunentsdependonlogicfor their
pover; of hersusesci enti fi ¢ net hods.

Logi c def eat s t he ar gunent fromanal ogy. Pal ey’ s

; argurent t hat t he hunan eye
shows theintentionof its
desi gner i nthesaneway that a
vat chshowstheintentionof its
desi gner, for exanpl e, i sd soan
ar gunent fromanal ogy: desi gn
intheeyeislikedesignina
vat ch. H s argunent i s basedontwo premses: Vet chesare
intel ligentlydesigned, andwat ches and or gani sns share
nanysiml ar atributes, i ncl udi ngsel f-propu si on, conpl ex-
ity, theappearanceof contrivancefor particul ar ends,
functiond i nterdependencedt parts, energy use, adaptati ons
of partstowork perfectlyfor their tasks, andsoon. He
concl udesthat thereforeorganisnsarea sointel ligently
desi gned

But argunent fromanal ogy i s al ways ri sky: the
anal ogy conpar es t wo obj ect s whi chare si mil ar i nsone
respects, but a vwaysd fferent i nothers. Becausevat ches and
or gani sns each have nany uni que propertiesanddiffer in
nany ways, we can’t concl udet hat si nce wat ches are
desi gned, organi sns area sodesi gned.

Aot her exanpl eof | ogical error intheinte i gent
desi gnargunent i s Behe' si rreduci bl e conpl exi ty ar gunent
or argunent from gnorance. Behearguesthat cel l sareso
bi ochemcal | y conpl exthat t hey can' t bereducedt osi npl er
structuresthat workindependent | y. Thusthey can't have
eval vedfromsi npl er nol ecul es. Thi sargunent i sarepeat at
thenol ecul ar | evel of Pal ey’ sargunent that theeyeistoo
conpl ex astruct uretohave evol ved.

Thesci enti fi cevi dence shovwst hat nany f eat ur es of
naturearepoorlyor unintel l'igently desi gned. Exanpl es
i ncl ude vesti gi al organs | i ket he hunan appendi x.
Subopti nal desi gns a soshow ack of intel i gent desi gn. The
hunan eye has abl i nd spot because of thewaytheopti c nerve
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isplacedintheeye. Inthe
squid seye, thereisnoblind
spot, becausetheopticrnerveis
better pl aced
Inadd tion designinneture
i s noreapparent thanreal .
Sructuresthat appear tobe
desi gned canbeshowntobet he
e : result of anatural, non-
purposwe nechancal princi pl esof causati on: evdutlonby
natura sel ecti onof geneti cfreguenci esover tine. For d |
practi cal purposes, Darwn stheoryof evd uti onended
desi gnar gunent s anong sci ent i st s 130 year s ago.
Intelligent design, brought intothi sworldhby
R eyinthen neteenthcentury, | adtorest byscientists
and phi | asophersinthetwentieth, hasfoundnem ifein
t he sophi sti cat ed ar gunent s of Denfoski and Behe, but
itisnonorel ogca nomhanit vasinitsearlier form
Sci enti stsandskepti cs needtobeavareof thesea d
anti-scietificideasi nnendress.
- Reportedby M rgi ni aJer gers.

CAPT. ERNST BLOMFELD
Accidentally shot by his orderly
Second March 1879
Well done. good and faithful ssrvant

E—
\%4 N \ o

\% s

\

H' s not tal ki ng about dogs or parrots,
but about Qongr essnen!

“nsi deri ngt he quest i onwhet her they
may be sai d t o have i ndependent
inte ligenceandunder stand ngof | anguage:
| nnany cases t hey don’ t have a cl ue what
they’ re sayi ng—t hey si npl y nake t heri ght noi ses
becausethey vel earnt toassoci atethemwthrevard.”

—Jhonas St cli ffeinthe /magperdert, as quotedin
TheSeutic va. 12, no3-4, p. 5

January Meeting from page 1....

per pet ual noti on nachi nes and f ree ener gy contrapt i ons.
CGarr has sai dt hat al t hough Tesl at ol d hi mabout nany
i nventi ons, hecan' t renentoer a
singl e one. Carr i nvent ed
sonet hi nghecal | edthe utron
not or, but he provedbetter at
organi zi ng publ i ci ty t han at
i nverti ngthi ngs. Henanagedt o
appear onthe Long John Nevi | | e

/l . -
radi oshow asort of At Bell
pr edecessar.

Vi T \
He al so pronot ed hi s

conpany OTCEnt er pri ses w t h el abor at e br ochur es
suggesti hgt hat OCnight nake sonet hi ngt hat | ookedal ot
likeaflyingsaucer. Heacquiredapatent for an OIC
“anusenent devi ce,” whi ch hecl ai ned coul d spi nfaster
thant he earth. Sonehownone of t hese devi ces, or the
factoryinwhi chthey vere nade, was ever avai | abl e for
i nspection. Hsdevi cesal | d sappeared, i ncl udi ngoneGarr
sai dhadbeen*“l ost totheat nosphere.” Garr ingrati at ed
hi ngel f wthoneaof thenany flyingsaucer groups of t hat
era, andpl annedtobui | dacenter cal | ed Space Mryl and,
whi ch never canetopass. |t was repl aced by pl ans f or
Space (kl ahonaand event ual | yw th Space Gl i forni a, al so
never built. He seens t o have carri ed out a nunier of
frauds, andwasi ndi cted byt he Securi ti es Gonmissi onin
xl ahona G ty. Henay haverai sedas nuchas onenil |ion
dol larsta kingtogroups|ikeK vani sQubs, sdiciting
noney and si npl y puttingit i nhi s pocket. But eventhose
vhower erobbedby Garr didnot thinkill of him Gurr died
in1982, amnor nystery of thegol denageof LFOs.

Tal ki ngabout Garr’ spart i n UFOhi st ory reni nded
Lancedf astoryto dabout thegreat sci enceficti onaut hor
Arthur CQA arke, who was asked howhe knewt her e wer e
noaienFOsonearth. Garkerepied
that i f therewereonl yonesi ghti ngof
onecraft, hewouldbew llingto
consi der that it mght betheproduct of
anetraterestrid cvilizaion bu thet
si ncet her e ver e dozens, even hundr eds
of all eged UFOevents, he was
cotfidant that thestori esverei nventedbyearthli ngs. Lance
conpared d arke’ s coomentstotheredpandastory, a
per haps apocryphal tal e of aredpandawhofell froma
novi ngcircustrai ni nsone nort herncountry, perhaps
Norway. News of t he escape ci rcul at ed anong t he
popul at i on, whorepart eddozens of si ghti ngs of t he pandai n
al sortsof places. Went he panda s body was f ound cl ose
towereit hedfd lendff thetrain, it becanecl ear thet d | of
thesestoriesvweretheinventionof thetel l ersandhadno
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basisinreaity. Li kethenany UFOsi ghti ngs, aspl endi d
exanpl eof thehunanabilitytofindtheexpected, hopedfar,
or fearedwheretherei snothi ngunusual .

ART nenfer Everett DeJager fol | oned Lancew th
adescriptiond histheorythet predictionsof neturd d sesters
whi ch canbe prevented onl y by great effort are al ways
wong. Hesaidthat asfourthgrader i n1929 he hadreadin
ani ssue of Véekl y Reader that t hewor| dwoul d soonr un out
o ol. Notingtodaythet theverl dhasyet torunout of ol he
bel i evesthat nany ot her predi ctionsof disaster wil a sonat
conet o pass.

Heal sobel i evesthat whensel f-procl ai nedexperts
pred ct d saster, theya sosuggest that thepred ctedd saster
canbeavertedbygreat effort. I ntheexanpl eof runni ngout
of oil, for exanpl e, expert s suggest bur densone r educt i ons
intheusedf fossil fud's, i ncreasedusedf thehi cycl eandso
m

Thefar-reach ngeffectsof theeffort tod i nnetethe
chemcal Aar fromheappl esupp yi sanather exanpl e. A ar
was usedtocontrol theripeningof appl esuntil research
suggestedt hat it nght becarci nogeni c. Thepubl i cresponse
tothisreport vassostrongthat a | appl estaintedwthA ar
ver e or der ed r enoved fr omt he nar ket i nmedi at el y. Many
owners of appl efarnsvweredri venintobankrupt cy beforei t
was di scoveredthat theearl yresear chwas wong.

Snmlarly, whenpredi ctions of di sease caused by
asbest oswerenade, costlyrehabilitationof buildingsin
wvhi ch asbest os had been used fol | oned, littleof which
Brerett bel i eveswas necessary. Hea sobel i evesthat g obal
warmingisnot occurringandthewew || not needt o nake
great sacrifices, likereduci ngtheused fossil fud , toava d
it. Bverett’ scomments definitel ywontheprizefor nost
controversia . Few if any, neners agreedw t h hi mabout
anyt hi ngexcept that A ar was probabl y not as danger ous as
first reported

-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJergens.

Mbder n Quackery.

Forget about . John' s\Vert and
GngkoB loba InGliforniait has
been di scoveredt hat t he hunbl e
Forget-ne-not i sgoodfor 7rcreasi ng
Your avareness of karmc rel ati orn-
shi ps beyond t he t hreshol d. And
Migwort i s good for aunareness of
dreansacasciasconra of oe’spsychiclire

Robert Grradl in 72 Set/c va . 12, no. 3-4, p. 25

More from the December Meeting...

A gWsedtoDenonstrate
“ Spont aneous Human Conbust i on”

A t he Decenter neeti ng, Brad Bonhamr eport ed
on a Lear ni ng Channel programon t he phenonenon
i naccur at el y known as “ spont ane-
ous hunan conbust i on.” Wen a
body i s f ound bur ned very
- thoroughly, sothat a nest nothing
) remains but dust except for
i extrenities, vihi chdonat burn, in
¢ anareawerethereislittleather
firedanage, spont aneous hunan
conbustionis saidto have
occurred. Miny expl anati ons, natura and supernat ural ,
have been pr oposed, but none vas abl e t o showt he preci se
nechani sns at work until recently.

Infact, noonehadevenwtnessedthi skindof fire
unti | t heburni ngbody of awonandeposi tedi nahi ki ngarea
i nthe Nort hwest was f ound by hi kers. The f| anes wer e not
hi gh, and bushes near t he body wer e nat si nged, typi cal of
“spont aneous hurman conbust i on. ” Phot ogr aphs wer e
taken, but thenurderer refusedtosharehi s nethodswth
athrities.

Noonevas abl etoreplicatethiskindof fireuntil
it vas understoodthet thekeyfactar i nsetti ngsuchafireis
theanount of accel erant used. Wensoneonetriestocover
upanurder by burninganentirebui | dingwththebodyin
it, agenerousapp i cati ond acce erat resu tsinabadfire,
and a part|y bur ned body. But when asnal | anount of
accel erant i susedtheresult canbet het hor oughburni ng
charact eri sti c of “spont aneous hunan confoust i on. ” The
effect of asnal | anount was denonst rat edi naF ench case
inwhi chamurderer triedtocover hiscrinebystartinga
firewth50to100mllilitersof Chanel No. 5Eaude
Tdalate

Fol l ow ngt hi s deat h, i nvesti gat ors w apped a
vhol e pi g body i nabl anket ,
poured asnal | anount of an
accel erant ont he bl anket ,
li gtedtheaccd erant, andl et
the canerasrol | for seven
hours, at whi chtineoverti ne
for the camera operators
ki ckedin, andthefil nnngwas
st goped

The denonst rat i on achi eved a sl owburnat about
800 degr ees Fahrenhei t (conparedtocrenation, typicaly
around 1300 degrees Fahrenhei t) . It vasfoundthat thevery

/.
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t hor ough nat ur e of t he bur ni ng depended ont hi s sl owbur n,
whi ch sl ow y w ckedfat fromthe body of the pi gand nade
tiny cracksinthebones, rel easi ngnorefat fromt he bone
narrow al | ow ngthebonestoburnfrontheinsi deaswel |
astheoutsi de. Theresul t wvasasl ow thoroughburni ngof al |
of the body except for theextremti es, wheret herevas not
enoughfuel tosustai nthefire. Theboneswerereducedto
dust, w thout t he chunks of bonethat renai nwhenabodyi s
crenat ed.

The programdl soi ncl udeddi scussi onof avari ety of
super nat ural expl anati ons for “spont aneous hunan conbus-
tion.” Theaccunul ati ngevi dence has not convi ncedt hose
whobel i evetherearesupernat ural or paranornal forcesat
vor ki nt hese cases.

-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJergens

Gover nor not descended froma
baboon?

Governor Frank Keat i ng of Ckl a-
honagppoi ntedel evenhibica literdists
tothe kl ahoma S at e Text book Gonmit -
tee. These nandat ed t hat sti ckers be
affixedtohi d ogytextswarni ngstudents
that evol utioni sonlyatheory, since”Noonewas present
whenlifefirst appearedonBarth.” Véwent straight to
Genesi stocheckthi sassertion. Aas, wewerequicklyin
over our heads. “Andout of theground, Lord God f or ned
every beast of thefiel dandeveryfow of theai r; andbrought
themuntoAdam. .” (Gnesis2:19:25). It sort of sounds| i ke
Adammastherefirst, but weca l edthelnstitutefor Geation
Rsearchforcdarificaion “Wrenat biblicd schd ars,” the
spokesnanexpl ai ned, “we resci enti sts, but that’ s aneasy
one. Theani nal sandnanwereal | creat edont he si xt hday,
but theani nal scanefirst.” Inanycase, nosentient bei ngs
ver e present went het ext book conmitt ee nadei t s deci si on.
Meanwhi | e, Gv. Keating decl aredhedoesn’t think heis
descended f r oma baboon.

-- What’s Nenby Robert L. Park, 3 Decenfer 1999

Spoon Bendi ng Psychi ¢ sues N nt endo!
ThelitigiousUi Gller vants$96nl|ion
for sufferi nghe says hehas enduredas aresul t
of havi ng been par odi ed as a Pokénon
character. A akazami s describedasanevil
nagi ci an whose brai n possesses i hcredi bl e
psychi c powers. Heisdrawnw thaspoonineachhand-and
the character i snanedUhgel | er, at | east i nJapan. It | ooked
l'i ke nor et hanacoi nci dence.
-- Wat’ s Newby Robert L. Park, 7 January 2000
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More from the December Meeting...

Medugor j e M si onary Sees Mary
i n Al abama GowPast ure

At t he Decenber neeting, President Roy
Auerbachreportedthat NPR s Wekend Edi ti on
Sat ur day report ed on Decenoer 11that Mriali netti,
avi sionary fromMedugorjeinBosni a, isattracting
huge cr owds t 0 a cowpast ur e out si de B r nmi ngham
A abana.

Mrialinetti i soneof sixyoungpeopl enear
thecity of Medugorjewhocl ai nedin 1981t o have
seenavisionof theMrginMry, intheCristian
religionbelievedtobethe
not her of Jesus. Shecl ai ns
t 0 have seen a vi si on of
Miry every day of her life
since1985. Senowl ivesin
oy Itay, but hasbeenvisiting

! the Whited S at es si nce
1988, when she caneto
B rmngham ahighlyre-
gar ded nedi cal center, to
donat e a ki dney t o her
brother. Duri ngher current
visit, threetofour thousandpeop eaday arevisiting
t he cowpast ur e out si de of B rnnnghamt ow t ness her
dai |y vi sionand her reportsontheM rgi nand her
nessagestothefathfu .

These gat herings providethefaithful wth
opportunitiestopray, beinspired, andsee”signs.”
(ne nan who was i nt er vi ened sai d t hat he had not
expect ed t 0 see anyt hi ngwhen he cane, but whent he
vi si onoccurred, hel ooked upandsawast ar i nt hesky,
and t hen| ooked t 0 one si de and sawa gr oup of cows
|'yi ngtoget her i nthepast ure, whi chtohi m ooked| i ke
ascenedepi cti ngthebi rthof Jesus. Thenhel ookedt he
ot her di recti onandsawt hreecrossesi nt he nount ai ns.
Hereportedthat thesesi ghts seenedtohi mtobesi grs,
but he di dnot say what t hey wer e si gns of . Awonan
saidshehad conetoprayfor ailingfriendsand
rddives

CGaritas, aRonan Gat hol i ¢ or gani zat i on,
provi des annssi ontosupport thevi si ons, andcl ainsa
nai linglist of 200,000, apowerful remnder of the
strengthof fd kreli gionanong Gri sti ans.

-- Reportedby M rg ni aJergens.
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Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Place: James Tavern at Cooper Road and Reed Hartman Highway. It isagreat place to gather and then have
the lunch/social portion of each meeting. This location is very accessible for folks wielding walkers, wheel-
chairs and the like. Coffeeis available with a small donation during the meeting.
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:00PM - 2:00 PM -- lunch
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!..See you there!

Sixth Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 12 February 2000

Topi c: “The Rei chenbach A fair: ACase S udy of Pseudosci encein19th Gentury Chem st ry”

If youthi nkthat pseudosci encei sarecent prod enor that it i sa waystheproduct of scientificoutsi dersdabding
infiel dsbeyondthei r expertise, thenthinkagain. Thista kwl| sunmari ze[¥. Jensen’ sresearchonacl assi c case
of pseudosci encet hat i nvol ved sone of t he nost fanous nanes i N 19t h cent ury chemnst ry and physi ¢cs and whi ch
shovs sonestrikingparal | el swththenorerecent exanpl e of col df usi on.

Seaker: . WIliamB Jensenhol dsthe Gesper Ghair intheH story of Chemistry and Chenical Educat i on
at thelhiversityof Gneinnati. Heisal socurator of theGesper @l | ectionof RreBooksandRortraitsinthe
Hstory of Chemstryandof thedepart nent of chemistry’ s appar at us nuseum

Seventh Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 11 March 2000
Watch Your Mail For a postcard About the Specaker and Topic for this mecting!

Join us.... 1o 1ind out what's real and what's not!
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